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SUBJ: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR PANAMA CANAL TREATY 

REF: STATE 198648 AND PARAMARIBO 0809 

1 . ACTING DIRECTOR OF MINISTRY OF GENERAL AND FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS INFORMED AMBASSADOR AUG 22, ON BEHALF OF 
MINISTER PRESIDENT, THAT LATTER WOULD NOT BE IN A 
POSITION TO RESPOND, EVEN INFORMALLY AND TENTATIVELY, 

TO THE IDEA OF GOING TO WASHINGTON FOR THE SIGNING 

OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY UNLESS HE HAD AN IDEA OF 
THE TIME IN QUESTION. 

2. THIS ANSWER IS NOT A NO, THEREFORE. WE TAKE IT 
MINISTER PRESIDENT WOULD REACT POSITIVELY TO SUCH 
AN INVITATION IF IT WERE TO COME AT A TIME WHEN HE 
COULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY, BUT IT IS HARD TO SAY WHETHER 
THERE WILL BE SUCH A TIME BETWEEN NOW AND OCTOBER 31. 
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